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You wanted to know how new child abuse and neglect laws affect 
parents. 

Protecting children from abuse and neglect has been one of 
Governor Rowland's principal policy focuses since the killing of 
nine-month-old Baby Emily early in his administration. The 
number of abuse and neglect reports the Department of Children 
and Families (DCF) received nearly doubled between 1990 and 
1996, from 35 per day in FY 1990-91 to 68 in FY 1995-96. And 
more of these reports turn out to be actual abuse or neglect 
situations. In FY 1990-91 DCF confirmed 63% of all reports, this 
rate rose to 81% in FY 1994-95, and then dropped to 69% last 
fiscal year. 



As it confirmed more cases of abuse and neglect, DCF shifted its 
emphasis from preserving families to protecting children. 
Consequently, it began removing more children from their homes 
and placing them in foster care or other out-of-home placements. 
In FY 1990-91, DCF placed 4,500 children outside their homes; in 
FY 1995-96, it this rose to more than 6,000 placements in foster 
homes or with relatives. 

A 1996 law (PA 96-246, summary attached) significantly 
reorganized the state's abuse reporting and investigation law. Some 
of the changes, particularly those related to investigating 
allegations and removing a child from his home, affect parents. 
These include 

1. authorizing a physician to photograph the visible areas of a 
child's trauma without the parents' permission and sending copies 
to DCF and the police when he reports abuse; 

2. allowing a physician to hold a child in the hospital for up to 96 
hours if he suspects neglect (he could previously hold a child only 
if he suspected abuse); 

3. requiring DCF immediately to evaluate and classify all abuse 
and neglect reports and make its best effort to begin an 
investigation within two hours of receiving a report if its 
information suggests an imminent risk of physical harm to a child 
or some other emergency and within three days for all other 
reports; 

4. requiring DCF investigations to include home visits, an 
evaluation of the parents and the home, identification of the person 
suspected of the abuse or neglect, and the condition of other 
children in the household; 

5. changing the standard by which DCF can remove a child from 
his home temporarily (96 hours) without his parents' consent from 



probable cause to believe the child had a serious physical injury or 
was in immediate physical danger to the child being at “imminent 
risk of physical harm,” 

6. requiring DCF to remove other children in the home when it 
temporarily removes an abused child; and 

7. adding a new ground for terminating a parent's rights to his or 
her abused or neglected child who is under age seven--failure, 
inability, or unwillingness to rehabilitate themselves coupled with 
a previous termination of parental rights for another child. 
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